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food of their masters. Everything ‘is in a cloud of
dust, and, if you go within, you will not reach the
end of the cabin before you are completely befouled
with soot, filth, and dirt.

Their words are often only blasphemies against
God and our mysteries, and insults against us, ac-
companied with incredible evidences of ingratitude,—
hurling at us the reproach that it is our visits and
our remedies which cause them to sicken and die,
and that our sojourn here is the sole cause of all their
troubles. If you wish to converse, in order to in-
struct them, it will sometimes be necessary to wait
whole hours before finding opportunity to say to
them at the right time one profitable word; and after
all your pains and your [30] visits, a dream, which is,
properly speaking, the God of the country, will undo
more in one night than you will have accomplished
in thirty days; and you may, indeed, as your sole
reward, get a stroke from the hatchet or arrow. If
they come to your cabin, do not imagine that you can
easily refuse them admittance, or, when they are
within, manage them in your own way. They sit
down where they please, and do not go away at your
pleasure. They must enter everywhere, and see
everything, and if you try to prevent them, there are
quarrels and reproaches and insults. And, in all this,
one must act submissively; a blow from the hatchet
is soon given by these Barbarians, and the bark set on
fire; asto seeking redress for the crime, there is none
in the country, and the most one could expect would
be a few presents. In consequence, one must always
be on the watch and be patient, and consider that
here, still less than in any other place in the world,
can one be sure of a moment of his life.



